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Press freedom is significantly
higher in Ghana than the United
States of America

Data from the 2015 World Press Freedom
Index (WPFI) shows that Namibia, Ghana,
lvory Coast, South Africa and Botswana lead
Africa in providing freedom for the press.
Namibia and Ghana are ranked 17" and 22"
out of the 180 countries covered by the
index and they outperform several
developed countries including Australia
(25), UK (34), USA (49) and Japan (61).
Comparing the USA’s WPFI score of 24.4 to
Namibia’s 12.5 shows that the press enjoy
much higher freedom of expression in
Namibia than they do in the USA (lower
scores indicate higher freedom of the
press).

The index covers 48 African countries and
58% of these countries have risen in rank
since 2014, 6% have remained constant and
36% have dropped in their ranking. Among
the top 10 countries that rose the most in
rank between 2014 and 2015, four are
African and include Madagascar (+17), lvory
Coast (+15), Malawi (+14) and Uganda
(+13). Despite geographical variations,
improving freedom of the press in Africa is
supporting Africa’s development efforts as
factual information is becoming more
readily available to the general publicand is
guiding decision making processes.
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World Press Freedom Index
(Lower Scores = Higher Press
Freedom, 2015)
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Top 10 Most Improved Countries
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Mongolia (54)

in Rank (World Press Freedom
Index, 2014-2015)

Georgia (69) IHE
Ivory Coast (86) IENN
Chile (43) IEEF
Nepal (105) INE
Malawi (59) I
Fiji (93) KN
Uganda (97) IEEM

Tonga (44)
Madagascar (64) AN
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IPC Datashots are published and tweeted weekly @IPC _org
We partner with leading organizations in Africa and work with
them to realize their potential.

www.infinitepotentials.org

Data: 2015 World Press Freedom Index
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